Boysenberry

A boysenberry is a type of glossy, large, juicy
berry that is related to the North American
blackberry. In addition to being eaten fresh
during their brief growing season, they also
can be incorporated into jams, preserves and
syrups. Their flavor is somewhat reminiscent of
raspberries with a more tart undertone, espe-
cially when the berries are not fully ripened.

Plant Highlights

o Warm Weather Producer
e Rich Black Raspberry Flavor
e High In Vitamin C and Protein

Growing Boysenberries

To grow boysenberries at home, gardeners should
find a patch of land that receives full sun and min-
imal wind. The soil should be tilled thoroughly,
working in plenty of compost and mulch. Vines
should be planted about 3 feet (0.9 m) apart in
the late spring colder climates or the late fall in
warmer climates.

Trellises should be installed for the trailing vines
to grow on so that they will be pulled up off the
ground, making the berries easier to harvest and
less likely to rot. Typically, boysenberry vines will
bear fruit in the spring, after which they should be
cut down close to the ground to encourage fresh
shoots, which will bear berries again the next
year. The plants should be watered thoroughly
after they are cut back, and the vines should be
retrained as they grow.

The inventor of the boysenberry is believed to
Rudolph Boysen, who experimented with various
berry crosses in Napa, California, during the
1920s. In 1923, his cross of a blackberry, logan-
berry, and raspberry successfully grew and bore
fruit. The combination was acquired by Walter
Knott, a Southern California berry farmer, who
started selling the fruit commercially in 1935. Boy-
senberries and their preserves helped make
Knott's business quite famous.

FEATURES:
- Fast Growing

CHILLING REQUIREMENT:
- Less Than 100 Hours

SOIL MOISTURE:
- Moist, Well Drained

EXPOSURE:
Full Sun

FRUITING SEASON:
- Spring

FRUITING TYPE:
- Primocane (1st year wood)

GROWING HABIT:
Vining, needs trellis



